
This tour is a winner for those 
interested in Liverpool’s splendid 
architecture, museums & galleries 
and World Heritage sites. 

During the 19th century Liverpool 
became an incredibly wealthy and 
successful trading port, due to its 
merchants investing in docks and 
other commercial developments. 
Liverpool & Manchester had the 
world’s first scheduled passenger 
railway service from 1830 and 
when the line was extended into 
Liverpool city centre in the 1830s it 
offered the opportunity to create a 
suitably dramatic point of arrival in 
Liverpool. It was decided that this 
was then a fitting location for the 
development of some higher cultural 
assets that the city was lacking - St. 
George’s Hall, with its plateau and 
the collection of civic and cultural 
buildings on William Brown Street,  
all in the classical style. 

Together these have become the 
forum of Liverpool. It is for this 
impressive collection of civic pride 
developed by the mercantile classes 
that the William Brown Street area 
is part of the World Heritage City. 
The area today contains highlights 
of Liverpool’s collection of National 
Galleries and Museums as well as 
stunning buildings to visit both old 
and new such as St George’s Hall 
and Central Library. 

Average walk time:  
30 minutes – 3 hours, depending 
on how long you spend visiting 
each building. This is a relatively 
easy walk, but with cobblestones, 
Victorian pavement and steps.

#2. St George’s Hall
St George’s Place, L1 1JJ 
10.00 - 16.00
Free. Tours available
www.stgeorgesliverpool.co.uk

Very impressive yet quirky building 
that combines two lavish concert halls 
together with two courthouses complete 
with holding cells in the basement. This 
combination stems from the architect 
winning competitions for two buildings 
which were then combined. It was the 
world’s first air-conditioned building. 

[Come out of St George’s Hall and turn 
left back up St George’s Place. Go up 
the steps on your left (or around on the 
pavement) past Prince Albert’s stature. 
Look across Lime Street at the large 
building which contains the Head of 
Steam pub] 
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#1. Lime Street Station 
Lime Street, L1 1JD

 
Opened in 1836, expanded in 1867  
with then the largest single span roof  
in the world (61m). It was also the 
first train shed in which iron was used 
throughout. Refurbished in 2010 to 
restore the original façade designed  
by John Foster Jnr.

[Use Exit 2 from Lime Street Station and  
go down the steps (or lift) to street level. 
Cross straight ahead and to your right 
onto St George’s Place. Continue down 
St George’s Place at street level, and 
enter St George’s Hall Heritage Centre 
using the same street level entrance  
as the registry office, which is below  
the portico] 



#3. North Western Hall
Lime Street, L1 1RD

Former North Western Hotel opened 
in 1871, to serve Lime Street station. 
Designed by Alfred Waterhouse 
(Victoria Gallery & Museum, Manchester 
Town Hall) in the French Renaissance 
Revival style. The hotel closed in 1933. 
Bought in 1994 by Liverpool John 
Moores University, it is now student 
accommodation.

[From Prince Albert’s statue continue 
northerly along St George’s Plateau. The 
Cenotaph is between the four Lions and 
the long steps up to St George’s Hall] 

#4. Liverpool Cenotaph 
St George’s Plateau, L1 1RD
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool_
Cenotaph

Recognised as one of the most 
remarkable war memorials in the 
country in 2013 it became one of only 3 
memorials in Britain to be Grade I listed. 
It is unusual for its representation of 
mourning civilians as well as servicemen. 

[From the Cenotaph continue northerly 
along the pavement to Queen Victoria’s 
equine statue, which faces the Empire 
Theatre] 

#5. Liverpool Empire Theatre
Lime Street, L1 1JE
Box Office - 0844 871 7660 
www.liverpoolempire.org.uk

The largest two-tier theatre in Britain 
seating 2,348 people. Morecambe and 
Wise made their double-act debut here. 
The Beatles gave their final Liverpool 
performance here. It has hosted two Royal 
Command Performances and the 2007 
Royal Variety Performance as part of 
Liverpool’s 800th birthday celebrations.

[From Queen Victoria’s statue, continue 
along the pavement crossing the small 
road. Access to the base of the column 
is from the main street (Commutation 
Row) pavement] 

#6. Wellington Memorial
William Brown Street/Commutation Row, 
L3 8EL - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Wellington%27s_Column 

Built in 1863 to commemorate the 
achievements of 1st Duke of Wellington 
after his death in 1852. The statue is 
positioned so Wellington would always 
be looking towards the site of Waterloo. 
The statue is made from the melted-
down bronze from cannons captured at 
the Battle of Waterloo. 

[From the Wellington Memorial re-join 
the pavement at the top end of William 
Brown Street beside the traffic lights]

#7. County Sessions House
William Brown Street, L3 8EL
www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker/
about/history/countysessions.aspx

Opened in 1884 as courtrooms,  
judges and barristers chambers and  
cells (with individual lavatories!). 
Complex interior ingeniously designed 
to keep magistrates, solicitors, witnesses, 
public and prisoners separate from 
one another until face to face in court. 
Remained in use as a courthouse  
until 1971. 

[The next building down William Brown 
Street from County Sessions House is the 
Walker Art Gallery] 

#8. Walker Art Gallery 
William Brown Street, L3 8EL
10.00 - 17.00 - Free  
www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker
  

The National Gallery of the North with 
an impressive collection of paintings, 
sculpture and decorative art from the 
14 - 21 centuries. One of the finest 
collections of Pre-Raphaelite paintings 
in Britain. Above the portico sits a 
personification of Liverpool, seated on a 
bale of cotton, holding a ships propeller 
and a trident. 

[Come out of the Walker Art Gallery and 
turn right continuing down William Brown 
Street. Walk past the round exterior of 
St George’s Hall on your left and the 
Picton Reading Rooms on your right. The 
next building on your right is the Central 
Library & Archive] 

#9. Central Library & Archive 
William Brown Street, L3 8EW
Mon - Fri 9.00 - 20.00, Sat 9.00 - 17.00,  
Sun 10.00 - 17.00 - Free
www.liverpool.gov.uk/libraries/ 
find-a-library/central-library     

Originally opened 1860, reopened 
in 2013 having undergone a £50m 
refurbishment to become a 21st century 
library with bright atrium, roof terrace, 
the archive, Children’s Library, plus the 
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spectacular Picton Reading Room  
and Hornby Library. See John Audubon’s 
massive ‘Birds of America’, described  
as the greatest natural history book  
ever produced.

[Inside the Central Library & Archive, 
take the lift or escalator up to the first 
floor. The Picton Reading Room and  
the Hornby Library are around on the 
right hand side of the central well]

#10. Picton Reading Rooms & Hornby 
Library (Part of Central Library)
William Brown Street, L3 8EW
Opening times same as  
Central Library  

The Picton Reading Rooms opened 
in 1879. 100 feet in diameter this 
circular reading room was modelled 
on the British Museum Reading Room; 
it was the first electrically lit library in 
the UK. The Hornby Library, 1906, was 
the donation of a wealthy merchant, 

Hugh F. Hornby who bequeathed his 
collection of rare books, with £10,000 for 
a building to house it.

[Exit the Central Library & Archive  
and turn right continuing down William 
Brown Street. The World Museum is at 
the bottom of William Brown Street on 
the right]

#11. World Museum 
William Brown Street, L3 8EN 
10.00 - 17.00 - Free 
www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml 

Part of National Museums Liverpool with 
an extensive collection of archaeology, 
ethnology, natural history, Egyptology, a 
free Planetarium, aquarium and Clore 
Learning Centre. First opened in 1851 
based on the Earl of Derby’s natural 
history collection, before opening here in 
1860 as the purpose built William Brown 
Museum & Library.

[Come out of the World Museum and 
cross William Brown Street onto Old 
Haymarket. Look right, down towards  
the tunnel entrance] 

#12. The Queensway Tunnel 
Queensway Entrance, L1 6ER 
Not open to pedestrians. Tunnel tours 
from George's Dock Building, Pier Head. 
17.00 Tues, Wed and Thurs, and 10.00 
Sat £5.00  
www.merseytunnels.co.uk/nossl/html/
tunnel_tour.php

Road tunnel linking Liverpool to 
Birkenhead beneath the River Mersey. 
Two miles long it was the longest 
underwater tunnel in the world. Opened 
in 1934 by King George V. In 2009 
scenes from Harry Potter & the Deathly 
Hallows were filmed inside. 

[There are several entrances to St John’s 
Gardens, but level access is from back 
up William Brown Street beside St 
George’s Hall] 

#13. St John’s Gardens
Old Haymarket, L1 
www.liverpool.gov.uk/leisure-parks-and-
events/parks-and-greenspaces/st-johns-
gardens

The site of a former church and 
cemetery (which is why the rear 
elevation of St George’s Hall is so plain). 
Opened in 1904 the gardens contain 
fine Victorian and Edwardian Memorial 
statues, all Grade II listed, of notable 
local social reformers. Also contains 
large Edwardian war memorial to Kings 
Liverpool Regiment, plus other more 
recent memorials. 

[Head up through St John’s Gardens 
towards right hand end of St George’s 
Hall, where there are steps down to St 
John’s Lane (Level access back round 
bottom of St John's Gardens). Turn left 
past the entrance to St George’s Hall, 
and cross the 3 sections of road using 
the pedestrian crossing heading past 
the New Penny Farthing towards the 
Queen Square Centre. The Royal Court is 
on your left]
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#14. Royal Court Theatre 
1 Roe St, L1 1EP
Open for performances. Tours available 
0870 787 1866
www.royalcourtliverpool.co.uk

Previously ‘Cooke’s Royal Amphitheatre 
of Arts’. Pablo Fanque the black 
circus owner immortalised in the 
Beatles song, Being for the Benefit of 
Mr. Kite! performed here. The current 
theatre was built in 1938 in the Art Deco 
style, and boasts the biggest revolving 
stage outside of the West End.

[Continue down Roe Street towards  
the Queen Square Centre and bear  
left through the tunnel below Matalan 
into Williamson Square. The Playhouse  
is on your left]

#15. Playhouse Theatre
Williamson Square, L1 1EL
Open for performances 
Box Office - 0151 709 4776 
www.everymanplayhouse.com

Originally a music hall, it was then 
taken over by Liverpool Repertory in 
1911, being the first repertory theatre 
company to have a theatre. Noel 
Coward worked here as a child actor. 
Becoming the Liverpool Playhouse in 

1916, launching careers of Sir Michael 
Redgrave, Patricia Routledge and Rita 
Tushingham. Managed jointly with the 
Everyman on Hope Street.

[Turn left at the corner of the Playhouse 
into Houghton Street, past the theatre’s 
stage door, and up the few steps at 
the base of the Radio City tower (level 
access to the right). Use the right hand 
door to go into Radio City]  

#16. Radio City Tower  
(St. John’s Beacon)
1 Houghton Street, L1 1RL
11.00 - 18.00 (last entry 17.30)
£5 / £4 / £3  
0151 472 6828  
www.liverpooltowertours.com 
www.radiocity.co.uk/near-you/tower-
tours/

Built as a ventilation shaft for St. John’s 
shopping centre in 1969, opened by 
the Queen, it originally featured a 
revolving restaurant at the top. No 
longer revolving, the top of the tower 
contains the studios of local radio station 
Radio City. From a height of 138 metres 
(452 ft), it affords spectacular views of 
the city and beyond.

End of walk

Want a guided tour to discover 
even more about Liverpool?

Liverpool Destination Services offer 
qualified tour guides, including Blue 
Badge, Green Badge, official Beatles 
tour guides, along with special 
interest tours such a world heritage, 
architecture and pub tours. Liverpool 
Destination Services 0151 601 5333 
ww.liverpooldestinationservices.com

Details correct at time of publication.
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